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Barnett Wood 

Infant School 
 
 

Barnett Wood is a Surrey Count Council controlled Co-educational infant 

day school. There is an intake of 156 children in 6 classes. The 

school benefits from spacious hard and grassed play areas and has 

a purpose built outdoor swimming pool. 
 
 
 

 

 



 
 

From the Headteacher 
 
 

Dear Parent 
 

 

I hope you enjoy reading this brochure 

and that it helps to give you some idea of 

our school and its aims. 
 

 

At Barnett Wood, we make a positive contribution to 

children’s early development and learning. We specialise 

in Early Years Education, giving children the opportunity 

to develop and learn in a caring family atmosphere. We 

aim to provide a sound academic foundation, to develop 

self- confidence and to support children to develop 

positive attitudes and respect for others. 

 

 

At all times we encourage parents to be involved in the 

life of the school and their child’s education. We invite 

you to begin this partnership by coming along to visit us: 

judge for yourself the atmosphere in which we work, and 

see the range of opportunities and experiences we offer. 
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Aims and Objectives 
The overall aims of our school are to present the children in our 

care with a broad, balanced and relevant 

curriculum which will develop each child’s 

potential. Our aim is to produce kind, confident, 

successful learners. We provide a safe, healthy, 

stimulating and happy environment that 

encourages our children to be independent, 

responsible citizens. 

We encourage good manners and thoughtfulness within a caring 

community and aim to develop in the children confidence, self- 

discipline and respect for others. We encourage parents to work 

in partnership with us and involve themselves whenever possible. 

Curriculum 
At Barnett Wood our curriculum provides 

opportunities for all our pupils to learn and 

achieve. In the Reception Year the children 

learn through structured play activities both 

indoors and out. The Education Act requires 

that three core subjects, English, 

Mathematics and Science, and seven foundation subjects plus 

Religious Education are taught at Key Stage 1. 
 

At Barnett Wood our staff plan engaging learning opportunities 

with lots of practical experiences for children to practice and 

master skills. Each member of staff is responsible for one or 

more areas of the curriculum throughout the school. Children are 

taught through class, group, and individual tasks; progression is 

ensured since each child is assessed individually. Teachers plan 

cross curricular projects as well as specific subject teaching. 
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English 
In English, pupils develop skills in speaking, listening, reading and 

writing. English is used across all curriculum areas. Clear, fluent 

speech and the ability to listen, play an important part in a child’s 

language development. We develop spoken language through 

purposeful play and group activities. Children are encouraged to 

share ideas and to speak with confidence. They are given every 

opportunity to develop their thoughts and to record them in 

various ways for a variety of purposes. 
 

 
 

Reading 
We teach reading using a range of reading schemes and picture 

storybooks. The books are graded, and the children read widely 

within each level. Since children learn to read in different ways 

we use a variety of methods, approaches and materials which can 

be adapted to suit individual needs. 

Parents are encouraged to support their child’s reading 

development and children 

regularly bring books home to 

share with the family. We aim to 

provide books which give 

pleasure and enjoyment and 

promote interest, as well as to 

provide a structured, learning 

programme. The children consistently achieve excellent results 

and have a love of literature 
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Writing 
It is important that children have a reason to write and that 

they have a sense of audience. They are encouraged to write 

stories, recounts, books and poems. To help 

with word building and spelling, we teach 

phonics using a variety of approaches and 

resources including ‘Jolly Phonics’. We also 

encourage the children to use dictionaries and 

word-banks. Grammar points are taught and 

practised. In the early years an infant script 

is used, with all children progressing to joined 

writing by the end of Year 2. Our writing 

results are consistently high. 
 
 

Mathematics 
Barnett Wood has a history of excellent results in mathematics. 

We encourage children to enjoy mathematics through accessible 

challenges. Our aims in teaching are that the children should be 

numerate, confident in applying numbers, aware of appropriate 

methods of recording, and able to handle and use apparatus 

correctly. They learn to be confident in using measures, and to 

have an awareness of shape and pattern. We support children’s 

knowledge, skills and 

understanding through a rich 

variety of practical activities, 

games, explorations, investigations 

and recordings. We encourage 

children and parents to practise 

their skills at home in order to 

master new concepts. 
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Science 
Science teaching at Barnett Wood focuses on learning through 

active involvement and we have 

excellent resources to provide 

a wide range of experiences. 

Through interactive displays we 

engage children’s natural 

curiosity to explore the world 

around them. 
 

We encourage scientific enquiry through observations, questions, 

predictions, measurements, explanations and comparisons. The 

children generally learn from first-hand experience while  

working on topics that are planned to cover both natural and 

physical science and the skills and processes required by the 

National Curriculum. 
 

History and Geography 
Children are introduced to history and geography as part of 

their project work. In history we plan work 

to help children develop a sense of time and 

their place in it, using artefacts, family 

memories, and memorabilia. The children are 

encouraged to research using a variety of 

sources including the Internet. In Geography we explore the 

children’s immediate environment, and also the weather and its 

effect on our lives. We teach the children how 

to produce and use simple maps. An awareness of 

people from other locations and how they live is 

introduced into relevant topics. The children are 

made aware of correct geographical terms and 

they explore ways of looking after our world. 

They also study the ecology and natural history of our locality 

and of our own garden, pond and wildlife area. 
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The Arts 
 

 

The school achieved Gold Artsmark in 2014 for 

all the excellent opportunities we provide in art, 

music and dance. We believe music and art 

should be part of our daily diet. Children are 

given the opportunity to develop their artistic 

and creative skills using a variety of media and materials. We 

encourage the children to develop an 

appreciation and understanding of the 

world of art and design through looking at 

and responding to the works of artists  

and craft workers both from the past and 

present day. High quality displays around 

the school provide support for our 

curriculum work. We have a rich variety of 

musical instruments and children regularly 

perform to parents and the community. 
 

 
 

Design and Technology 
We know that children enjoy ‘making’ things.  We give all 

children at Barnett Wood the opportunity to solve problems by 

designing, building and testing models using a variety of 

materials and kits. We have an extensive 

range of tools and apparatus, and we 

teach the children how to select these 

appropriately and use them safely. Our 

recent project culminated in a new bee 

logo for our school. (2015) 
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Computing 
Barnett Wood resources include desk tops, laptops, tablets and 

Interactive Whiteboards along with a variety of programmable 

toys. 

Children are taught to understand what algorithms are in 

order that they can create and debug simple programs. We 

teach the children to use technology safely and respectfully, 

to create, organise, store and retrieve digital content in a 

safe and supportive environment. Our technical resources are 

used across the curriculum to record work, to research 

projects, and to create a variety of individual pieces of work. 

Our school website at www.barnett-wood.surrey.sch.uk is a 

hub of information. 
 

 
 
 

 

http://www.barnett-wood.surrey.sch.uk/
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Physical Education 
We are fortunate to be able to 

give the children in our care the 

experience of a wide variety of 

physical activities. We build their 

confidence in movement and dance 

and in using large and small 

apparatus. We have a large playing field which we use for games 

and sporting activities. In the summer we concentrate on 

swimming in our own heated outdoor pool. We have qualified 

instructors and we pride ourselves that all children have water 

confidence and can swim by the 

time they leave the school. 

Parents of the school are able to 

hire this resource for private 

parties. 
 

 
 
 
 

Religious Education 
Religious Education is provided as part of the 

school curriculum. 

An assembly is held every day. Our 

assemblies have secular and topical as well as 

moral and religious themes. Although Ashtead is 

a small village we need to learn respect and 

tolerance for the faiths and beliefs of others around the world. 

We do this by celebrating festivals from many cultures 

throughout the year. 



Page 8 of 23  

 
 

Admissions 
The school follows the admissions policy set by Surrey County 

Council. Details of this are given in the SCC Information for 

Parents document, which is published at the beginning of the 

Autumn term each year. Follow the admissions links on the 

school website www.barnett-wood.surrey.sch.uk 
 

 
 

Organisation 
The organisation of classes at Barnett Wood is flexible and 

arranged to provide the best pupil:teacher ratio available and 

to give children the best possible start in their early years. 
 

 
 

Times of the school day 
The time spent teaching during the normal 

school week is 21 hours 40 minutes. Excluding 

registration, assembly and breaks. 
 

8.30am We provide an ‘Early Drop Off’ facility. A 

member of staff is on duty from this 

time 

8.45am Doors open for all children 

8.55 am to 10:30am Registration and morning curriculum 

10:30 to 10:50 Morning break 

10:50 am to 12noon Morning curriculum continues 

12noon to 1:10pm Lunch break 

1.10 pm to 2:20pm Registration and afternoon curriculum 

2:20pm to 2:30pm Afternoon break 

2:30 pm to 3.00 pm Afternoon curriculum continues 

http://www.barnett-wood.surrey.sch.uk/
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Clubs 
The school provides extracurricular 

clubs for our Yr 2 children which are 

run by our staff at lunch times or 

after school. We also offer specific 

specialised clubs which support 

children’s physical development or 

interests. 
 

 
 

OFSTED Inspection 
Barnett Wood was inspected in September 2006 and again in 

July 2012 by inspectors from the Office for Standards in 

Education (OFSTED). On both occasions the School was judged 

to be ‘OUTSTSANDING’ in all areas. For the full report please 

Follow the Ofsted links on the school website 

www.barnett-wood.surrey.sch.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.barnett-wood.surrey.sch.uk/
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National Curriculum Assessments 
Towards the end of Year 2 all pupils in maintained schools are 

assessed for standards attained in English, Mathematics and 

Science. These assessments have two 

elements: National tasks and tests and 

teacher assessments of class work. 

 
Children in Year 2 are completing Key 

Stage 1 of the National Curriculum. From 

the results of teacher assessments and 

the tests, each child is judged to have 

reached a certain level of achievement within the National 

Curriculum in Reading, Writing, Mathematics and Science. 

Our children consistently achieve exceptionally high results 

across the curriculum. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Absences 
In May 2017 there were 156 pupils of compulsory school age on 

roll. 

During the academic year 2016/2017, the absence rate was 

3%. 
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Access to Information 
Parents  c a n access  all  school policies through 

the school website or ask for a hard copy from 

the office. Please see our Data Protection policy, 

section 4 for details about accessing information. 

policies  are  available  from  the  school  website: 

www.barnett-wood.surrey.sch.uk 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Complaints Procedure 
Most concerns or potential complaints can best be settled in 

informal discussion with the Class Teacher or the 

Headteacher. However, under section 23 of the Education 

Reform Act, Surrey County Council has devised a system for 

dealing with complaints against the actions of governors or the 

Local Education Authority. Anyone who wishes to make a formal 

complaint through this procedure should contact the school. 
 

 

Special Educational Needs and Disability 
We aim to give every child the opportunity to experience success 

in learning. Some children may have particular needs or abilities. 

Our talented and qualified staff make provision where 

necessary to support individuals or groups of children. We also 

plan suitable challenging work for children who are particularly 

able or gifted. Information about our specific offer is available 

on the school website: www.barnett-wood.surrey.sch.uk 

http://www.barnett-wood.surrey.sch.uk/
http://www.barnett-wood.surrey.sch.uk/
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Homework 
We believe young children must have time 

to rest, play and enjoy outside activities. 

However we do ask them to take home a 

reading book regularly, some key words to 

learn by sight and phonics to practise. 

We may also give Year 2 children 

spellings to learn based on the key words 

or phonetic sounds they have been taught 

in class, or in words related to their current topic. Occasionally 

children may be asked to learn some mathematical facts or carry 

out some research or be given a topic-related holiday task. 

We ask for your support with any home tasks. We will always 

work in paternership with you in order to give your child the 

best possible support. 
 

 

Pastoral Care 
We pride ourselves in the care we give our children and families. 

Pastoral care is part of the responsibility of the class teacher,  

as she/he is concerned with the education and social  

development of each child in her/his class. At lunch time the 

children are cared for by ancillary helpers who liaise very closely 

with the class teachers. The teachers are usually available at the 

end of the day to discuss any matters affecting your child’s 

welfare. Do call or phone if you have a worry or concern. 
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Medical Care and 

Administration of 

medicines 
Our School Secretaries are qualified 

first aiders and care for the children 

if they are injured or ill. Our staff 

regularly update their First aid training 

along with safeguarding practices. We contact parents if a child 

is unwell and needs to go home. Please make sure the office has a 

telephone number where you can be contacted. Some children 

 asthmatics) need specific medication and we will administer 

medicines after a permission form has been completed. 

Medicines must be handed to the School Secretary by the 

parent, and must be collected by the parent at the end of the 

day. During a course of treatment for a particular illness, it is 

usually best if the child stays at home until the treatment is 

completed to avoid further infection. A bout of sickness or 

diahorrea requires 48 hour recovery time. 
 
 

Within the county there have been several accidents to children 

caused by the wearing of earrings at school. If children have 

pierced ears only studs are allowed to be worn and these must be 

removed for swimming and P.E. 
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Personal, Social and Health Education 

Including Citizenship and Spiritual, Moral, 

Social Cultural Education. 
We aim to give our children the skills, knowledge and 

understanding to lead confident, healthy, independent lives and 

to become informed, active and responsible citizens. 

We build children’s self 

esteem through positive 

praise. Children have many 

opportunities to take 

responsibility for themselves 

and their environment  

Topics include, finding out 

about ourselves, personal 

hygiene, healthy eating etc. 

We also make use of our  

school support services such as 

the police liaison officer, church members, road safety officer, 

school nurse and dentist. 
 

 

Our healthy school policy focuses on keeping children happy safe 

and active. 
 

 

Our school values are for children to become kind, confident, 

successful learners. 
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Reporting to Parents 
At all times we encourage parents to 

become actively involved with their 

child’s learning. When home and school 

work together children are given the 

best possible educational start in life. 

Teachers are generally available after 

school to answer any questions and 

there are three more formal occasions 

during the year for consultation where 

you can view your child's work and discuss progress. 
 

AUTUMN TERM: A meet-the-teacher evening and a Parents 

evening 
 

SPRING TERM: A half yearly progress report and a 

Parents evening 
 

SUMMER TERM: A written report is sent home and we end 

the year with a celebratory evening 

showcasing the children's work. 
 

 

We hold OPEN MORNINGS in the Autumn and Summer Terms. 
 
 

Discipline 
We endeavor to instill in the children a sense of self- discipline. 

They know what is expected of them and understand that the 

few school rules we have are for the safety and comfort of us 

all. We discuss issues openly and the children are encouraged to 

find ways of supporting each other to ensure a happy and safe 

environment. 

Members of staff deal with any inappropriate behavior 

immediately. We are proud and impressed by the way our 

children behave. 
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Friends of Barnett Wood 
As soon as you join the Barnett Wood 

community you will automatically become a 

member of the Friends’ Association. This is not 

just a fund raising club but is concerned with 

many aspects of school life. We value the help 

and support that it gives to the school. The 

Friends have provided funds for many school 

projects. The Association maintains the 

swimming pool, and funds all swimming resources; the heating of 

the pool and the swimming instructors. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In addition to these large 

projects, the Friends have 

provided many items of 

equipment which enrich the 

education of all of the children 

in the school. They also organise a number of social events for 

parents and children throughout the year which we hope you will 

support and enjoy. The Friends are always open to new ideas and 

offers of help. 
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Parents and Carers in School 
There are many activities which take place in school that would 

be impossible without the help of parents. We welcome all offers 

of regular or occasional help with activities including the 

following: 
 

Reading. 

Making games. 

Story time sessions. 

Sewing. 

School events. 

Craft activities 

Skipping 

Cooking. 

Gardening 

Making books. 

Supporting children on the computer. 
 

 

We really are grateful for your help and hope you will be able to 

join us. 
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Community 
We feel strongly that the school should be part of the local 

community and involved in its activities. 

We invite the children’s Grandparents to a tea party in the 

Summer term. We also perform at our local church and 

residential care homes. We encourage the children to think of 

others, and from time to time we have fund-raising activities for 

different charities. These are often devised and organised by 

the children themselves. 
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Attendance and Absence 
It is important that your child takes 

full advantage of all the wonderful 

learning activities available and 

attends school every day. 

If your child is absent from school you 

must notify the school office as soon 

as possible. The school will contact you if we do not receive a 

reason for an absence before 10.00am on the first day of 

absence. 

We ask families not to take holidays during school time. 

There may be some occasions when parents can apply for a 

'Special Leave of Absence'. Each application will be considered 

by the Headteacher. 
 

 

Charging Policy 
The Governors recognise that the curriculum of the school can 

be broadened and strengthened by certain optional extras. In 

order to provide these, parents may be asked for voluntary 

contributions towards: 

• all transport and additional costs 

relating to day visits, 

• school-organised activities such as 

visits from theatre groups or 

musicians, and similar activities that 

enhance the children’s learning; 

• craft and cookery activities, with the 

understanding 

that on completion the finished product will become the 

property of the parents. 

• Some after school activities or clubs. 

• We ask for an annual voluntary contribution to cover the 

cost of our qualified swimming instructors. 
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Remission of Charges 
We recognise that contributing financially may be difficult for 

some parents from time to time, and they are invited to apply in 

the strictest confidence to the Headteacher for remission. 

If an activity does take place during the school day, no child 

will be excluded on grounds of costs. 

 

School Uniform 
The school uniform comprises grey trousers or shorts for boys 

and grey skirt, trousers or tunic for girls, with white shirts or 

white polo-necked sweaters and a green sweatshirt, cardigan or 

jumper. In the Summer girls can wear green and white dresses. 

These items can be bought from most chain stores or clothing 

shops. We hold regular second hand sales. 
 
 

Green sweatshirts, cardigans or 

jumpers with the school logo can be 

purchased from the office. We also 

sell T-shirts with the school logo as 

well as, book bags, PE bags, swimming 

hats. 

For PE, the children need a T-shirt, 

shorts and slip-on plimsolls, all in a 

labelled PE bag. 
 

 

Please make sure ALL items of clothing are labelled with your 

child’s name. 
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Mid-morning Break 
Children may bring a piece of fresh fruit 

or vegetable to eat at break time. 
 

 

Children may also bring water in a labeled 

plastic bottle. We have a water cooler and 

it is available throughout the day for 

children to top up their bottles. 
 
 

 

Birthday Celebrations 
We realise this is a very important day for you and your child. 

We celebrate your child’s birthday in school and make it a very 

special day. We ask you not to provide any treats but your 

child may bring in one of their presents to show. 
 

 
 
 

 



Page 22 of 23  

 
 

 
 

School Lunches 
School lunches are provided by 

Surrey Commercial services. 

They plan a balanced diet. If 

your child has particular dietary 

needs please inform the office. 

A menu is available either from 

the school office or via the 

school website. 
 
 
 

Alternatively, your child can bring a 

packed lunch in a labelled container. 

 

We have children with food 

allergies and we therefore ask 

parents not to provide any nut 

based ingredient in your child’s 

packed lunch. 
 

 
 

If you are receiving Income Support or other benefits the 

school may be able to apply for additional funding to support 

your child. Please inform the school office if this is the case. 
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From the Chairman of Governors 
 

Dear Parent, If you are considering sending your child to Barnett 

Wood Infant School, please feel free to contact us to arrange a 

visit. The school has an ‘open door’ policy where parents can 

arrange to visit the school and meet the Staff and the 

Headteacher. Those of you who already have children at the 

school will be familiar with the friendly, welcoming approach 

here. 
 

The Governing Body and Staff believe the school should care 

about every child as an individual. To achieve this, we have a 

dedicated and skilled team, who pride themselves on giving the 

children a happy and stimulating start to their school life. We 

work hard to provide the maximum possible levels of professional 

attention, especially in the crucial first years at school, to allow 

the children to build the foundations they will need as they 

travel along life's journey. 
 

Both my children attended Barnett Wood, and were very happy 

here. I am very grateful to all in the school for giving them a 

most magnificent start to their education. This is an 

'Outstanding' school offering outstanding care and education. 
 

I hope you will also decide that Barnett Wood Infant School is 

right for your child. 
 
 
 
 
 

Mr Steve Mildner 


