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                Newsletter – September 2020 

 
Dear Parents, 

Welcome back to school. We have lots of exciting learning planned for the children this term. We 

are really looking forward to working with you. It was lovely to see the children returning happily and 

they all seem to have settled well into their new classes.  

 

Staffing update 

We continue with our hard-working and talented team and welcome Mrs Braid who is teaching in Badgers 

class this year. Mrs Davies is due to return to school in February, having had her baby boy in April. Mrs 

Gregory is covering her maternity leave.  

 

School Development Plan 2020 – 2021 

This year our main curriculum focuses will be in developing the children’s skills in phonics, reading, writing 

and mathematics, helping them to catch up on missed learning during the coronavirus pandemic. Appropriate 

training will be provided for staff in these areas. We plan to continue to provide exciting Physical 

Education (PE) experiences for the children, with staff developing their skills in this area. As well as this, 

we are working towards the renewal of our GOLD Artsmark.  

 

School lunch 

If you have chosen the school packed lunch option, we require a weeks’ notice to change to bringing your 

own packed lunch. Our policy is to positively encourage children to try their lunch and we will inform you if 

your child regularly leaves all or most of their lunch.  

 

Absences 

Please let us know by 9.30am if your child is going to be absent from school. We need to give our 

caterers the lunch numbers by this time.  

 

Meet the teacher presentations – Thursday 17th September 

We pride ourselves on working in partnership with our parents and we would normally invite you to come and 

meet your child’s teacher, find out about what your child will be learning this year, how you can help and the 

opportunities available at Barnett Wood. However, this won’t be possible due to our protective measures 

regarding COVID-19. This year the teachers are preparing a virtual presentation, a link to which will be 

emailed to you on Thursday 17th September. Teachers are always available via their email addresses if you 

have any concerns or questions.  

foxes@barnett-wood.surrey.sch.uk 

hedgehogs@barnett-wood.surrey.sch.uk 

deer@barnett-wood.surrey.sch.uk 

rabbits@barnett-wood.surrey.sch.uk 

owls@barnett-wood.surrey.sch.uk 

badgers@barnett-wood.surrey.sch.uk 

Emails will be answered as soon as possible after school, but not after 5pm.  

Urgent messages should be emailed to the office: info@barnett-wood.surrey.sch.uk  
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In November you would normally have the opportunity to meet with the class teacher and discuss your 

child’s progress during individual appointment times. We are currently working on a plan for this.  

 

Swimming 

Sadly we were unable to open our pool this summer, but we hope to be able to do so again next 

year.  

 

Clubs 

We will not be using any external companies for clubs this term. We will review this, depending on the 

situation regarding COVID-19. We usually offer our Year 2 children the chance to take part in lunchtime 

clubs run by the staff, but this is on hold for the time being as well. We will endeavour to get Year 2 

lunchtime clubs up and running as soon as it is safe and practical to do so. 

 

Snack arrangements 

The school provides a piece of fruit or vegetable through the ‘fruit for schools’ initiative but if your child 

would prefer to bring their own then they certainly can. Please also provide a non-spill bottle of 

WATER every day which children can top up during the day from our cool water fountain.  

We are also offering a milk drink during morning break and we ask for a contribution for this. 

If you would like your child to have milk please inform the office as soon as possible.  

 

Harvest 

We would normally have a Harvest Assembly at St Georges Church, but again, due to current restrictions, 

we will not be able to do so this year.  

We will, however, be making some coin collections for ‘Jeans for Genes’, a charity which supports children 

affected by a genetic disorder in the UK. We will be asking Barnett Wood children and families to bring a 

coin contribution to school on Friday 18th September, ‘Jeans for Genes Day’, when they can wear their 

normal school top with their choice of skirt/trousers. Don’t worry if you do not have denim, the children 

may wear an alternative. 

 

Odd sock day 

Monday 16th November marks the start of ‘Kindness Week’. Children may wear odd socks to school to 

celebrate our individuality.  

  

Dropping off and collecting children 

Now that the children know where they are going, you may stand on a spot on the playground with your 

child, and then they may go straight into their door to start the day at the allocated time. There is 

always an adult in the cloakroom to provide help if needed. Please let the office know if someone different 

is picking up your child. Reception parents please wait on a white spot near the pencil gates, as you have 

been doing, to drop off and collect your children. Thank you.  

 

Communication – Our website is updated EVERY week (usually Friday). This includes an update by the 

teachers reporting on significant events in the classroom. All documents are published on the site. We aim 

to keep paper correspondence to a minimum and any letters will go in book bags every other Friday.  Our 

‘parent mail’ contact system is used to send reminders and information using your email address. We also 

have a school app and the ‘Welcome board’ at the front of school gives weekly updates and reminders.  

Please make sure you inform the office if your contact details change in any way. 

 

Term Dates for 2020– 2021 –  

We ask parents not to request holidays during term time. Authorised absences will only be considered 

under exceptional circumstances. 

The term dates for this academic year are as follows: 

Autumn Term 2020 – 1st September – 18th December (half term 26th – 30th October) 

 INSET 1st and 2nd September  

Spring Term 2021 – 4th January – 1st April (half term 15th – 19th February) 

 NO INSET  

Summer Term 2020 – 19th April – 21st July (half term 31st May – 4th June) 

 INSET – 19th, 20th, 21st July  

Last day of summer term is Friday 16th July. 

 



REMINDERS 

 

Please label all your child’s items. Children become very upset when we cannot find their things.  

 

Book bags, key rings and toys 

Children may have one key ring attached to their book bag and can change this when they like. A pocket toy 

may be brought to school to play with at play time and if your child collects cards they may bring a 

maximum of 6. Toys and cards cannot be swapped or shared.  

 

Gardeners 

If you are a keen gardener – WE NEED YOU to help keep our planters looking welcoming, please speak to 

Mrs Theobald.  

 

Class Reps 

Each year we ask for three or four parents from each class to act as class reps. The reps are the first 

point of contact for the teachers and Friends when help is needed with organising events and stalls 

throughout the year. The reps usually meet once a term with Mrs Theobald and the Friends committee to 

discuss school issues. We are unable to have face to face meetings at the moment but could potentially do 

so via ZOOM. The meetings are also an opportunity for reps to report back class views. You can be as 

active as you like. Please contact the office if you would like to be a Class Rep this year.  

 

Friends of Barnett Wood 

The Friends committee usually organise lots of fantastic events in order to raise money for our school. Our 

Chair of the Friends left in the summer term as did the Treasurer, due to their children leaving Barnett 

Wood, so we are currently looking to fill those two positions. At the moment we are unable to host any 

events, but if you are interested in joining the committee, please inform the school office. 

 

Please use the office black post box by the exit gate whenever you can for returning messages or letters. 

 

Please close all gates – it is everyone’s responsibility to keep our children safe. 

 

Please use the community centre car park if you need to use your car at drop off and pick up times. 

For everyone’s safety, DO NOT PARK IN THE STREETS OPPOSITE SCHOOL OR IN THE STAFF 

CAR PARK.  

 

No dogs allowed on Surrey school premises. You may however leave your dog in the staff car park. 

 

NO PHOTOS OR VIDEOS TAKEN ON SITE MAY BE USED ON SOCIAL MEDIA. 

 

Please make sure your child has their own tissue box in school.  

 

Please remember that you must not send your child to school if they become unwell with a new, 

continuous cough or a high temperature, or if they have a loss of, or change in, their normal sense of 

taste or smell (anosmia). Your child must also stay at home if another household member develops 

coronavirus symptoms. In these cases, you must inform the school and follow the national ‘Stay at 

Home’ guidance.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance 

This sets out that you must self-isolate for at least 10 days and arrange to have a test to see if 

you have coronavirus (COVID-19). 

In case of a local lockdown, we will continue to provide online learning for our children.  

 

I attach dates and events for the Autumn Term – not as many as we’d normally have but hopefully we can 

get back to our usual way of working very soon! 

 

Léonie Theobald 

Headteacher 
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DATES AND EVENTS FOR AUTUMN TERM 2021 
 

Date Time Event 

 1st and 2nd Sept All day (INSET) In Service Educational Training for staff  

 

Thursday 3rd Sept 8.45am Years 1 and 2 return to school 

 

Monday 14th Sept  All day All Reception children start full time 

 

Friday 18st Sept  

 

 

All day  

 

Coin collection for our charities - ‘Jeans for Genes 

Day’ 

Children wear school top and jeans or other bottoms.  

 

Thursday 24th Sept  All day Mrs Penny visiting 

 

Thursday 22nd Oct Morning 

7pm  

Individual and sibling photographs 

Governors Meeting  

 

Monday 26th Oct to Friday 30th Oct 

HALF TERM 

Monday 16th Nov All Day Odd sock day to mark the start of ‘Kindness Week’.  

 

Tuesday 17th Nov Morning Flu immunisations  

 

Thursday 17th Dec All day Christmas Party Day – Children come to school in party 

clothes and have a fun day of games and activities. We 

ask parents to provide party treats. More information 

to follow.  

 

Friday 18th Dec   End of Term 

Return Monday 4th Jan 2021    

Merry Christmas! 

 

 

Please note that any of the above information may change depending on the COVID-19 situation. 

 


